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Stephen Morris, M.D.
4244 Highway 1
Raceland, Louisiana 70394

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics \o’gy
Docket No. 2021-068 S
O
:\0\\ :\f}
Dear Dr. Morris, 4\@3 &

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its meeting on March 5, 2021 @%s\@er@’r your request
for an advisory opinion as to whether the Code of Governmerg@xt ]@ﬁilcﬁ“Code”) would
prohibit you from leasing office space to Ochsner Clinic Fogﬁﬁa@on mchsner”)

FACTS PROVIDED&%@\\;\Q \‘\ &
The Lafourche Parish Hospital Service District No, 2 “D?st&%‘t”) was created by Lafourche
Parish Ordinance No. 34-157, pursuant to gu gﬁtg\granted by La. R.S. 46:1051, et
seq., governing the creation of Hospitals .r@*cq@lgﬁ‘?cts The District has a contractual
agreement with Ochsner to operate the) c&%n@r“S@%nne Hospital in Raceland. Lafourche

Parish has a population of 96,318 Q;&?n to@he most recent census information.

O N (\“’
You currently serve as an appom.@e% n’&el@er of the District Board pursuant to La. R.S.

46:1053. Ochsner has approacbed@\o\ za%out the possibility of leasing office space from
your medical office locatedsaf 162 éﬁ:adla Park Drive in Raceland. Your medical office is
adjacent to the Ochsner %ﬁ %ﬁﬁe\ﬁospltal complex.

5@‘ 4& = LAW

b

Generally, La Rv\S ’%Pﬁ \b?xllC(Z)(d) provides that no public servant shall receive anything
of economic Valg‘e fq%’ or in consideration of services rendered, or to be rendered, to or for
any person wio. l{@%’ or is seeking to obtain, a contractual, business, or financial relationship
with the p\&ﬁI@%rvant s agency.

HOWQ@’»%& ta. R.S. 42:1123(18)(a) provides the following exception:
)

<A ficensed physician who is a member of a board of commissioners for any hospital
service district authorized by Chapter 10 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950 located within a parish which has a population of one hundred
twenty-five thousand or less from contracting with the hospital over which the
board exercises jurisdiction, from subcontracting with another provider who
contracts with such hospital, or from owning an interest in an entity that contracts
with such hospital. However, such licensed physician shall recuse himself from
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participating in any transaction before the board relating to any contracts
entered into by him, or by a provider with which he subcontracts, or by any
entity in which he owns an interest, and permitted by this Paragraph.

La. R.S. 42:1112B: No public servant, except as provided in R.S. 42:1120, shall participate
in a transaction involving the governmental entity in which, to his actual knowledge, any
of the following persons has a substantial economic interest:

(5) Any person who is a party to an existing contract with such public servant, or
with any legal entity in which the public servant exercises control or owns an
interest in excess of twenty-five percent, or who owes any thing of economic value.
to such public servant, or to any legal entity in which the public servant exerc1se§
control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, and who by re@i’og
thereof is in a position to affect directly the economic interests of suchdﬁkl}}ft

servant. &
o -UOQ
La. R.S. 42:1120.4 provides the following recusal provisions: QQQ .b@@.\'@
M

A. If any appointed member of a board or commission in t s@arg@ of a duty or
responsibility of his office or position, would be required t¢ Vate onra matter which
vote would be a violation of R.S. 42:1112, he shall recqﬁe g@ls from voting.

B. An appointed member of a board or comm1s§F @B%\recuses himself from
voting pursuant to this Section shall be prohlblte@ kg@‘rl ga’rtlmpatmg in discussion
and debate concerning the matter. \\ & @\
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The Board concluded, and instructe wmﬁtﬁrm%/ou that the Code does not prohibit you
from entering into a lease agreeme &ﬁt%@c]@ﬁer since you meet the requirements for the
exception contained in Section 11@%( 18')(@‘ he Board cautioned that you are prohibited
from participating in any dlscqs*smii? gébate or vote on any transaction that may come

before the District Board mow?nceh Oclisner has a substantial economic interest.
N x N

Additionally, pursuant '@Q\I@\\&S 42:1114, you will be required to file with the Board an
annual disclosure stg;f%meht by May 15% of each calendar year disclosing certain financial
information relat@c? t@?y@ lease agreement with Ochsner. Disclosure Form 405 can be
found at eth@svl@gog\\mnder Disclosure Forms. A copy has been enclosed for your

reference. g‘\, ﬂ“

\% \\
This adV1s\@,?y @plmon is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts
as pre@‘ﬁte@i may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of
GOVQ?mgnental Ethics. The Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other
lian the Code of Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist

Disclosure Act, and conflict of interest provisions in the gaming laws.
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If you have any questions, please contact me at (800)842-6630 or (225)219-5600.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

David M. Bordelon
For the Board
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